THE BERAR TRUST

acquitted of all blame towards him/' On May 14th,
1853, -Captain Cuthbert Davidson, then First Assistant
Resident, wrote to the Minister Suraj-ul-Mulk, saying
" that the Resident wished for the Minister's attendance
in order to inform him that his negotiations with the
Nizam were at an end, and he applied to the Govern-
ment to move troops by to-day's post." Further on,
.in the same letter, Captain Davidson, added, that he had
heard from his nephew in Poona " that the European
regiment there had been ordered to hold itself in readi-
ness to march on Hyderabad/' This had the desired
effect. On the same day the Minister notified to the
Resident that the Nizam consented to sign the treaty,
and this in reality was done two or three days later.

This treaty of 1853 contained a clause that any surplus
over expenditure on administration should be handed to
the Nizam and that the British Government was bound
to furnish accounts. The objects of the expenditure
were: (i) the maintenance of the Contingent at a
numerical strength of 7,000 men; (2) the liquidation
of the debt amounting to 48 lakhs of Halli Sikka rupees ;
(3) the payment of the cost of administration.

The treaty contained no stipulation regarding what the
cost of administration should be, but, as will be shown from
Captain Davidson's own words, there was a distinct under-
standing that the cost should not exceed 200,000 rupees.
This statement from one of the principal officers concerned
is conclusive as to the understanding between the high
contracting parties, and, 'although the treaty itself con-
tained no such provision, yet in equity this understanding
must be taken to form one of the conditions of the
trust. Now it will be interesting to watch the way in
which these conditions were fulfilled.

From the first year in which the treaty came into